Important facts and vocabulary – Sheet 2

The aftermath of World War II

The World War II resulted in the deat of sixty million people, half of them were civilians. This incredible death toll among civilian and unarmed populations caused a psychological trauma after the war. The basic human values had been contested by the Nazi or Japanese atrocities and it was sure that the world had been changed for ever. 

Important facts:

· The destruction of the European Jews: Over six million of Jews had been slaughtered in the concentration and death camps all over Europe or massacred by the Einsatzgruppen during the Axis troops advance. Gypsies, disabled people, homosexuals, different minorities like Jehovah’s people and political opponents had been also eliminated by the Nazis in behalf of their racial theory. The racist policy of the Nazis resulted at last in over eight million deaths. 
· The final solution: The so-called "Final Solution of the Jewish Question" (German "Endlösung der Judenfrage") refers to the German Nazis' plan to engage in systematic genocide against the European Jewish population during World War II. This decision to systematically kill the Jews of Europe was made by the time of, or at the Wannsee conference, which took place in Berlin, in the Wannsee Villa on January 20, 1942. During the conference there was a discussion held by a group of Nazi officials to decide on the "Final Solution of the Jewish Question". The records and minutes of this meeting were found intact by the Allies at the end of the war and served as valuable evidence during the Nuremberg Trials. By spring of 1942, Operation Reinhard began the systematic extermination of the Jews, although hundreds of thousands had already been killed by death squads and in mass pogroms.
· Operation Reinhardt: Operation Reinhard (Aktion Reinhard or Einsatz Reinhard in German) was the code name given to the Nazi plan to murder Polish Jews in the General Government, and marked the beginning of the most deadly phase of the Holocaust, the use of extermination camps. During the operation, as many as two million people were murdered in Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka and Majdanek, almost all of them Jews.
· Warsaw uprising: The Warsaw Ghetto was the largest of the Jewish ghettos established by Nazi Germany in General Government during the Holocaust in World War II. In the three years of its existence, starvation, disease and deportations to concentration camps and extermination camps dropped the population of the ghetto from an estimated 450,000 to 37,000. The Warsaw Ghetto was the scene of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, one of the first mass uprisings against Nazi occupation in Europe. The final phase of the first mass deportation happened between September 6 and September 11, 1942, when 35,886 Jews were deported, 2,648 were shot on the spot and 60 committed suicide. After this selection approximately 55,000 to 60,000 Jews remained alive in the Ghetto, either working in German factories within the Ghetto or living in hiding. During the next six months, what was left of several political organizations was brought together under the name ŻOB (Żydowska Organizacja Bojowa, Jewish Fighting Organization), headed by Mordechai Anielewicz, with 220-500 persons; another 250-450 were organized in the ŻZW (Żydowski Związek Walki, Jewish Fighting Union). The members of the ZOB group had no illusions about the German plans and wanted to die fighting. On January 18, 1943, the first instance of armed resistance occurred when the Germans started the second expulsion of the Jews. The Jewish fighters had some success: the expulsion stopped after four days and the ŻOB and ŻZW resistance organizations took control of the Ghetto, building dozens of fighting posts and operating against Jewish collaborators. During the next three months, all inhabitants of the Ghetto prepared for what they realized would be a final struggle. The final battle started on the eve of Passover, April 19, 1943. Jewish partisans shot and threw grenades at German and allied patrols from alleyways, sewers, house windows, and even burning buildings. The Nazis responded by shelling the houses block by block and rounding up or killing any Jew they could capture. Significant resistance ended on April 23, and the uprising ended on May 16. During the fighting approximately 7,000 of the Ghetto inhabitants were killed and 6,000 were burnt alive or gassed in bunkers. The remaining 50,000 people were sent to German death camps, mostly to Treblinka extermination camp.
· Japanese atrocities: The term Japanese war crimes refers to events which occurred during the period of Japanese imperialism, from the late 19th century until 1945. Other names, such as Asian Holocaust and Japanese war atrocities, are also used for these incidents.Historians and governments of many countries officially hold the military of the Empire of Japan, namely the Imperial Japanese Army and the Imperial Japanese Navy, responsible for killings and other crimes committed against many millions of civilians and prisoners of war (POWs) during the first half of the 20th century. Among those atrocities the most horrific and memorable were perpetrated in the Unit 731 in Manchuria where POW and civilians were used as human guinea pigs for scientific and military experiments (military viruses, new weapons…etc) and in Nankin where the Japanese troops murdered over 300,000 civilians within a month. 
Important vocabulary:

· Holocaust: The Holocaust, also known as Ha-Shoah (Hebrew: השואה), Khurbn (Yiddish: חורבן or Halokaust, האלאקאוסט) or Porajmos (Romani, also Samudaripen), is the name applied to the genocide of minority groups of Europe and North Africa during World War II by Nazi Germany and its collaborators.
· Internement camp: An internment camp is a large detention center created for political opponents, enemy aliens, specific ethnic or religious groups, civilians of a critical war-zone, or other groups of people, usually during a war. The term is used for facilities whose inmates are selected according to some specific criteria, rather than individuals who are incarcerated after due process of law fairly applied by a judiciary.
· Concentration camp: The term concentration camp lost some of its original meaning after Nazi concentration camps were discovered, and has ever since been understood to refer to a place of mistreatment, starvation, forced labour, and murder. The expression since then has only been used in this extremely pejorative sense; no government or organization has used it to describe its own facilities, using instead terms such as internment camp, resettlement camp, detention facility, etc, regardless of the actual circumstances of the camp, which can vary a great deal.
· Extermination camp: The extermination camps were the facilities established by Nazi Germany in World War II initially for the killing of the handicapped, and the Jews of Europe as part of what was later deemed The Holocaust.[1] Members of other groups whom the Nazis wished to exterminate, such as Roma (Gypsies), Serbs (exterminated as a main target of Croatian Ustaše), Soviet prisoners of war, Poles, Communists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and homosexuals among others, were also killed in these camps.
