
Secondes, premières et terminales 

Faced with these two documents, you should ask the following questions:  

How to present the documents:  

 What are the sources of these documents? Are they reliable?  

 Do they have the same message?  

 What are the purpose of these two documents? For who were they made?  

 Are they refferring to the same event? If not, what were the circumstances in 
which they were produced?  

Commentary:  

 How can you link the two documents?  

 How do they differ in their interpretation?  

 Explain with your knowledge the main extracts of the text (always linking with 
the picture or the second document).  

 You can talk about the lessons you know, the most important is to talk about 
the subject.  

 You can propose hypotesis if you don't really understand something.  

Conclusion:  

 Are these two documents very important for the understanding of the subject? 
How?  

 You can talk about the future of the subject, or of the authors, especially in 
history.  

Terminales:  
A method for English students on the commentary of different sources  

1. Always base your answers on the relevant sources in the paper. Be ready, 
especially in the later questions, to use any other sources if they agree or disagree 
with the main sources you are using.  
2. You should use your knowledge of the topic in a number of ways.  
- Use you knowledge to help you to understand what a source is saying.  
- Use your knowledge to evaluate sources for reliability. For example you might know 
from your knowledge of a topic that what a source is claiming is either right or 
wrong, or you might have some knowledge about the author or artist of a source 
which allows you to judge how reliable a source is likely to be.  
3. When you are evaluating a source try and consider the following: what the source 
says, who wrote or drew the source and what his or her purpose might be, and what 
your knowledge of the topic tells you about what the source is saying.  
4. In your answers do not use only the sources and not your knowledge of the topic; 
and do not use only your knowledge and ignore the sources. Use both - all the time.  
5. When you are trying to understand what a source is saying try and go beyond the 
surface features of the source. This is especially important with cartoons where the 
artist will be using what he or she has drawn as symbols representing something 
else.  



6. When you are evaluating sources do not fall into the trap of deciding whether or 
not a source is reliable simply by its type. For example, all primary sources are 
reliable, newspaper accounts cannot be trusted, eye-witness accounts can be 
trusted, photographs are always posed and so on. All of these statements are wrong 
because they are too sweeping. We cannot generalise about sources in this way. 
Some primary sources will be reliable, others will not be. The same can be said of all 
types of sources. You need to judge each source on its own merits and think about 
what it says, who wrote or drew it, and why they wrote or drew it.  
7. When you are using a source to support your answer, do make sure that you say 
which source it is and do support your answer by referring to specific details in the 
source.  
8. Never write/say a separate paragraph on each source. Try and form a conclusion 
in your mind, or on rough paper, and then build a case, using the sources and your 
knowledge, supporting it.  
 


